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man who, having been Prussian representative in the
Federal Diet from 1851 to 1859, had learned by expe-
rience the weakness of that body and its subservience
to Austria, and was now becoming impatient to try some
speedier, and if necessary more forcible, method than
diplomatic discussion of putting an end to the existing
dead-lock. At his suggestion, the Prussian Court refused
to have anything to do with the Austrian scheme, which
fell therewith to the ground, and the Diet was troubled
by no change for the rest of its unhonoured life.

Austria, however, would probably have tried to carry
through her project had not another question suddenly
arisen, which turned all thoughts in a different direction,
threw the German powers into new relations to one
another, and became at last the cause of the dissolution
of the Confederation itself. In November, 1863, Fre-
derick VII, king of Denmark died; and the contest so
long foreseen and delayed between the Danes and the
Germans, respecting their rights over Schleswig and
Holstein, broke out with unexpected vehemence.

The Danish constitution of 1855 had incorporated these
two Duchies with Denmark for all purposes, although Hol-
stein had always been a part of Germany, while Schleswig
was by law indissolubly united to Holstein, and although
the inhabitants even of Schleswig were in great majority
of German speech. The Federal Diet had protested long
ago against this constitution as an infraction of its rights,
but it was not till October, 1863, that it decreed federal
execution against Denmark. When, a few weeks later,
Christian IX succeeded to the throne in virtue of the
arrangements which Frederick VII had been empowered
to make by the Treaty of London in 1852, no steps had
as yet been taken to give effect to the decree. But
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